By Rev. Joshua Knott

“He has told you, O man, what is good; and what dioed. ORD require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness, and tdkvaimbly with your God?”

Micah 6:8 is a picture of a gospel-driven lifd.isl a
picture of God’'s people rooted and establishedhia
truth of God’s Word (“He has told you...”). The pdéeq
had been defining “good” as meager attempts toyveo
God’s favor through external sacrifices and lipviss.
The context of Micah 6:8 is Micah giving voice taet
pharisaical hearts of the people who ask, “What daed
want from us...more works?” This is like the husba
who slaps roses on the table in the hopes of fachts
wife so he can enjoy the perks of marriage with
pursuing a deeper relationship. That's not “goatls’
manipulative and shallow. What is “good” if rebgis
activity isn't?

For us, it begins and ends with the gospel.
motives are never pure enough, works never goodgin
(in quantity or quality) to earn God’'s favor, bugsiis’
works are more than sufficient. God is pleasehpbi
because we are united to Christ, to accept thé déamir
works done for Him and call them good for Jesug&esa
In other words, religious activity outside of a isay
relationship with Christ is nothing more than
exhausting show which might impress everyone ex(

crucified Messiah who lived, died, and rose again i
thumble dependence upon His heavenly Father, we are
moved to walk humbly with Him. Faith in this gospeno
C faith at all without works that flow from this gosp
This summer we have three larger-than-usual
opportunities as a congregation to live out thispgd. The
events vary in size, in function, in location, ieed, but all
nthree have at their core a desire to do justicelot@
kindness, and to walk humbly with our Lord and $avi
butesus Christ. In order of date, they are:

Fairmont, West Virginia Missions Trip
Date: July 12"- 19"
Special Offering: May 11

Needs: Prayer, training in repair skills, $7000

The youth of EP are headed to Fairmont, WV thisraem
to serve the poorest of poor in word and deed. r&vgding
to form relationships with youth in the communitpda
1w share God’s Word and the good news of Jesus Ghitist
them through Backyard Bible clubs. We're also goia

arhave an opportunity to share the hope of the gosjiél

ceywhole families as we work together to repair themes.
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God. Micah 6:8 begins pointing us to God’s revealeMission to the World has partnered with Christ Caumiity

Word, and requires of us more than external cergm
It requires a new heart.

Micah 6:8 also tells us this new heart must beat between 120-140 youth and adults.

tune with the heart of the One we profess as Ldrdis
once again draws us back to the gospel. For exan
when the Spirit enables us to grasp the justicéad in
the cross, we are moved to see justice exercisehisn
world. When we grasp the depth of God’s love usy
the magnitude of His kindness to sinners on thes;ree
are (and must be) moved to love the exercise
cultivation of kindness. When we see that weofslla

brChurch (PCA) for 15 years now in Fairmont, each kvee

providing food, lodging, and ministry opportunitids

It is similasame
ways to an urban Camp Hope, in that it is a pastripr

nphith a local church to minister to the communityt is
unlike Camp Hope in that the disaster has not Ise€lden
and complete as with Katrina; poverty has simplyded
the town over the years (spiritually and physicalligxpect
a letter in the mail from the team with more detail

and We need to raise $7000 to have everyone who wants
to come and serve actually come and serve. Caolitiis




are already coming in from service projects withR
families. The team is busy, especially with sdhgming
through mid-June, but they are willing to serveainy
way. The team has been sending letters to thasede
of EP, working part-time jobs, doing whatever trean
to raise enough to go. What the team needs mc
prayer (again, the letter will have more specific§tay
tuned for more information as | visit the site M238,
and please pray about how the Lord would have
partner with us as we go.
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Vacation Bible School
Date: July 28" - Aug 1
Needs: Prayer, Volunteer Leaders and
Co-Leaders Jr. High and older

Debbie Freer continues to do an excellent job ydmr
year in assembling, training, encouraging, cootiga
and pulling off a great Vacation Bible School. this
stage of planning, pray specifically for wisdomtéarms
of tailoring existing curriculums to match @
commitments to the gospel of grace as a whole.

Thanks to a partnership with a local YMCA throu
David Halley's leadership, we already have 26 |dads
coming by bus to Vacation Bible School this ye
That's 26 in addition to the 110-120 who normaiyre!
So what else is there to pray for? Pray about twy
Lord would have you partner with us in this endeaeo
exercise kindness to families we don't know, and
joyfully make good on our commitment to families de
know by helping raise our covenant children in
nurture and admonition of the Lord. We need evenem
help before and during the week of VBS than lastrye
More information to come, but seek out Debbie Fteer
find ways to get involved in the meantime, and pré
about how you can use your gifts to help this year
another excellent VBS.
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Sunday Breakfast Mission
Date: Aug 2"- Aug 9"

Special Offering: May 25
Needs: Prayer, Male volunteers,
financial support for supplies
t is Sunday Breakfast Mission has been ministering ¢
homeless of Wilmington and surrounding areas sir89S.
There is shelter and food offered free of chargel te
aood news of the gospel is proclaimed and God'sd/
opened up to the homeless every day and night. 8B
comes alongside willing men with intensive longat
discipleship towards maturity in Christ and towa
entering into the work place.

Last year we sent a group of men led by Todd Met
Jim Prodan and Mike Downs to put their skills toe
towards much needed repairs and construction irsB
facilities. We are going again this year, havingled Rok
Canfield to the team and Roger Jamieson as theobd
leader and representative. An additional changeaisthi
ryear the mission is from Saturday to Saturday, |
those who cannot take off work to still volunteleeit time.
Mt this point there are a number of possible pitsjen
shower areas, bathrooms, and dorm rooms. At \&x
rISBM has asked that we help erect a pre-engineé
mezzanine in the warehouse. Expect to hear mdegls)
from Roger and from the pulpit.

Pray that God would raise up men to serve
tpartners in the gospel through repair and constmics
you pray for SBM as a whole. Pray also for how Itbed
ould have you give. What materials we cannot fillds
or businesses to donate, we must raise supportErpect
a special offering for Sunday Breakfast Mission May
25, with more details on the level of need to come.

Yy

- Pastor Joshua Knott
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to our Nation’s Capital. Tour world famous Constitution

Sound’s Millennium Theatre. For those wanting to eat after

May 3 Spring Workday , 8 a.m.-Noon - Plan to come and help! Men and women needed!

May 7 Fun Day Out! Travel by deluxe motor coach
Hall; dine on the Potomac water front at Philips Seafood Restaurant. And for a final touch to the day, stop
over at The Prime Outlets in Queenstown, MD. Cost is $55/person.

May 8 Daniel & the Lions’ Den at 1 p.m. at Sight &
the show, dinner reservations will be $17 per person due by 5/4. Checks made payable to Geri Dorman
can be left in FoFeFu mailbox in the office.

May 10 English Country Morning Tea for ladies of all ages, 9:30 a.m.-Noon

July 12-19 Youth Missions Trip to WV

July 28-Aug 1 Vacation Bible School

Sept. 16 FoFeFu “What's In A Song” Program
Oct. 11 FoFeFu Mystery Dinner

Nov 7-9 Missions Conference




Missions

Don and Nancy Underwood - MTW, Odessa, Ukraine
The Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Ukreg
officially organized in April. In other words, MT
missionaries will have fully transferred all autityprand
oversight to the ruling body of Ukrainian chu
leadership. This is only the second time in MT\8Gs+
years of work around the world that a church piag
effort, starting from scratch, has reached thisllesf
denominational independence. Guests from Ame
Europe, Russia and other post Soviet countrieggbin
the celebration. Now, the Underwood’'s work haststi
They are working along side the church to help t
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during these years of growth. Pray for the pastord
elders that govern the congregation. Don is tngjrd
former student to teach finances in Odessa andals
started a class in another city.
become more involved with the soup kitchen.

recently relocated to a nice and bright three badro

home with air conditioning for which they are ve
thankful.

Lois and Sam Mateer - MTW, Santiago, Chile

The San Marcos Church just completed a very suftde
Bible School. January and February are their vac
months. Pray for a new Vacation Bible School ledde
next year. Kathie Smith, who led the VBS for thet|3
years, is moving back to Colorado Springs due

transfer for her husband. Please pray for thisl mesv.
With their fall season starting, the women’s Bibtedy
has started again. Pray for a deep movement dfitihe
Spirit as they study the book of Acts. The menen
take a break and are continuing their study of Jas
Pray for them as well. They will be traveling
Birmingham, AL where Sam will preach, and for
family reunion centered around his brothers™
birthday. In Birmingham, when he preached 5 yegrs
there was one Spanish church; now there are fiftda

March they hosted 30 missionaries and nationalelea

The presbytery is doing very well. They have ated|2
new students for ordination and several more pisy
Pray that God will raise up Godly nationals. Pthst
the Lord would grow His church through these men.

Karl and Debbie Dortzbach - MTW, Baltimore, MD
Debbie has just been diagnosed with breast caack
extremely rare form, Paget's disease of the bre&sie
is scheduled to have surgery on May 7, which wd
followed up with radiation. Karl has had so
disorientation and memory lapses and has
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diagnosed with “partial seizures”. He is now oizge
smedication. Pray that the Lord would minister tihbof
them and meet their every need. They have set
blogspot where you can go to get current infornmaéio
KarlandDebbieTogether.blogspot.com

TJ and KyongA Hayes
Navigators, Colorado Springs, CO

mhas been found in Japan to rent. It is large,peasgive

wword that the landlord has reduced the rent $16®ath.

yhave been encouraged by several new supporter
increased support by regular supporters.

to the church nor had they applied for supporhalt bee

books and clothes for 4 seasons for the 6 of th@&hmeir
bags are packed and they are ready to go. Theiab

these funds come in quickly.

alhey Hayes have just moved out of their rented hant
are grateful to have moved in with Jerry and JanegBs
until they fly to Japan. They are thankful for @bke that

close to others involved in the ministry, has adyfar the
children and a place to park several cars. They got

v&his just doesn’t happen without God intervenirithey

A china$
offered to support them monthly and they had néesnm

a real-life jigsaw puzzle getting belongings intdazen or
so bags, each weighing 50 pounds. They are takingol

governmental paperwork has been granted and now
remains is to raise the remaining support. Theigddors
aequire full funding before they can fly to JapdPray tha
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English Country Morning

Tea

Saturday, May 10, 2008
9:30 a.m. to Noon

hat!)

Join us as Barbara Esper speaks“blospitali-Tea”

Young ladies may bring your
favorite dolls to sit at a special table
Nursery Provided

For ladies of all ages (wear your




Sheep 101

The author Gervase Phinn was for a number of yeamsext door who came from a farm with eight breeds of
the County Inspector of Schools in the YorkshirdeBa |sheep and whose grandfather’s prize ram had wdoea b
region of England. In the beginning his visits| asribbon at the Fettlesham Agricultural Show.
inspector of the schools in this rural area he Bbug
relate to the youngest students by choosing bodtks ay
country theme with which he could test their regdin
skills.

On his initial visit to the Hawksrill School, loeal
deep in sheep country, he arrived armed with a
about an old brave ram who sought out a lost lamé
snow covered valley.

Marianne said she reckoned that Ronald was esther
Bleu de Main or Rouge de I'Ouest. “Them’s French
breeds,” she instructed Phinn who unwisely decited
joke around a bit with Marianne by telling her thamcy
breeds were fine but he was a Textel man himself.

D00k This remark quickly backfired when Marianne took

him seriously and asked him if he dipped his Texia
OP, Organo Phosphates since Textels were highly
susceptible to sheep scab.

He chose his first pupil, Graham, a six year aldp
dutifully began reading the story aloud. “Ronaldswan
old, old grey ram who lived in a wide, wide grealley
near a big, big farm.”

Graham, who by now had had enough of Phinn’s
foolishness, tipped Marianne off that she was wgstier
time talking to the new inspector. “He dunt't knammt

Then Graham quite suddenly stopped reading andbaat sheep,” he said shaking his head. The discus
gazed intently at the picture of the ram. “Whagda of |ended.

sheep is this?” he asked Phinn. the

Sheep are the first animals mentioned in

Gervase, totally taken aback by this questionesingScriptures...Genesis 4:2 where we are told thatl Kbpt
none of his myriad experiences in life or any o$|hi|flocks whereas Cain tilled the soil. They are nured
school courses had taught him anything of |anyby name in more than two hundred Bible verses;samcke
consequence about sheep, simply answered Grahamie, as believers, are referred to as sheep, itdveeén
guestion with an honest, “I don't know,” thinkingat| |appropriate that Christians should “know owt abaa@ef
would be the end of the discussion. But Gervasg| waand what characteristics we have in common witimthe
wrong, for Graham called out to his teacher, “Mesyld
Tony come over here a minute? | want to know wheé

breed of sheep this is.”

Domestic sheep, unlike wild animals who can fend
Yor themselves, are for the most part highly depehd
creatures. They thrive only when they are owned| an
Tony arrived and the two six year olds began tocared for by a shepherd with whom they have such a
confer. “Is it a Masham or a Swaledale?” Tony dske personal relationship that they cannot only recogmim

Phinn who admitted once again that he didn’t know.

Other children joined the discussion.
ventured that it might be a blue-faced LeicesterTmny
put that possibility to rest, “Can’t be a Leicestdne
stated. “There’s a low fence in the picture anatésters
are a long legged breed. They can get over loaggih

“Is it a Textel?” a little girl chimed in. “Tha’ a

Dutch breed,” she informed Phinn.

One child

by sight but by voice as well.

We have the same relationship with our shepherd,
Jesus. “My sheep listen to my voice. | know thana
they follow me.” John 10:27

Sheep cluster in flocks. They spend their dagmfr
dawn to dusk in the fields grazing and resting.od~an
fellowship are big with sheep. Sound familiar?

Food is of crucial importance to sheep. But nist|j

“No, Textels have white faces, not black,” Grahamany food. When put in a pasture they will firselseut

responded.

The whole class was now focused on the sheg¢
breed problem so there seemed that little could hew

done but to call in a real expert, Marianne, frém tlass

weeds to eat since weeds contain more nourishrhant t
Egrass.

Food is also of major importance to Christians.
Christ instructs us to pray, “Give us this day aiaily




bread.” But Christ also emphasizes that we neeck
than physical food. We need nutritious spiriticeld as
well. In John 21:15-17 Jesus impresses upon Heteif
he truly loves Him he will feed His sheep. And thst
instructions Jesus gave the disciples were: “Gbraake
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the ranfi the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
teachingthem to obey everything | have comman
you.”

The term sheep is a generic one. There are st
two hundred breeds now in existence and some
there are as many as a thousand. There are mam
forty breeds in the US. No wonder the children
trouble figuring out old Ronald’s lineage.

God’'s people are also diverse. Revelation
instructs us that they will be found in every natitribe,
people and language.

Sheep have a strong instinct to follow leaderhis
is a good trait if they follow a good leader whads
them to the shepherd. It can be disastrous if thibgw
a bad leader who leads them into danger.

This is also true of God's people. Two (
Testament verses highlight this. Judges 2:7, ‘fId@ple
served the Lord throughout the lifetime of Joshnd af
the elders who outlived him and who had seen &
great things the Lord had done for Israel.” Judgés®,
“After that whole generation had been gatheredhtsr

fathers, another generation grew up, who knew agi

the Lord nor what he had done for Israel.” Howldc
this happen? A gap in leadership can be the ordyaer.
The parents, teachers, religious leaders who feltt
Joshua forsook the Lord and did not pass on tor
children even the most basic knowledge of what_tbrel
had done for Israel in the past.

Sheep have often been portrayed as being dim
in the brain department. However, according t
University of Illinois study sheep IQ is on par witattle
IQ though lower than that of pigs, the apparenhyard
geniuses. But sheep have other redeeming qua
They can provide milk, wool and meat for the sheghe

Christians have differing 1Q’s, talents and alab
but all have been afforded a way to serve God.
entirety of | Corinthians 12 bears witness to this.

And lastly sheep have a tendency to becom
absorbed while grazing that if not carefully wattheey
stray from the flock and must be sought out by
shepherd and returned to the fold.
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And as Isaiah 53:6 reminds us, “All we, like she
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have gone astray, each of us has turned to hisveayn
and the Lord has laid on Him (Christ) the iniqudf us
all.”  We have been sought out and redeemed by
shepherd who has laid down His life for us.

Sheep do not get very high billing in the ani
world. Lions are considered regal, tigers swifd atrong
wls wise and foxes cunning and smart; but we
Christians, know that there is nothing more impmirta
life than to be a sheep in Christ’s flock and toaide to

esay with gratitude and assurance:

m

h
dlhe Lord is my Shepherd. | shall not w:

He makes me lie down in green pastures

deads me beside still waters, he restores

soul. He guides me in the path
righteousness for his name’s sake.
though | walk through the valley of t
shadow of death, | will fear no evil for vy
are with me; your rod and your staff, th
comfort me. You prepare a table before m
the presence of my enemies. You anoin
head with oil;, my cup overflows. Sur
goodness and love will follow me all the d
of my life, and | will dwell in the house of t
Lord forever. - Psalm 23
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