
 

 

EPC Discussion Guide for Acts 12:1-19 

EPC Discussion Guides provide context and teaching to discuss a passage of Scripture.  Many of these guides are 

usually companions to sermons. But the discussion guide will provide enough material for those who did not hear 

the sermon to discuss the passage.  Group leaders are encouraged to order questions and emphases according to 

the needs of their particular group. 

 

Read Acts 12:1-19 

12 About that time Herod the king laid violent hands on some who belonged to the church. 
2 He killed James the brother of John with the sword, 3 and when he saw that it pleased the 

Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also. This was during the days of Unleavened Bread. 4 And 

when he had seized him, he put him in prison, delivering him over to four squads of soldiers to 

guard him, intending after the Passover to bring him out to the people. 5 So Peter was kept in 

prison, but earnest prayer for him was made to God by the church.  
6 Now when Herod was about to bring him out, on that very night, Peter was sleeping 

between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries before the door were guarding the 

prison. 7 And behold, an angel of the Lord stood next to him, and a light shone in the cell. He 

struck Peter on the side and woke him, saying, “Get up quickly.” And the chains fell off his 

hands. 8 And the angel said to him, “Dress yourself and put on your sandals.” And he did so. And 

he said to him, “Wrap your cloak around you and follow me.” 9 And he went out and followed 

him. He did not know that what was being done by the angel was real, but thought he was 

seeing a vision. 10 When they had passed the first and the second guard, they came to the iron 

gate leading into the city. It opened for them of its own accord, and they went out and went 

along one street, and immediately the angel left him. 11 When Peter came to himself, he said, 

“Now I am sure that the Lord has sent his angel and rescued me from the hand of Herod and 

from all that the Jewish people were expecting.”  
12 When he realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John whose other 

name was Mark, where many were gathered together and were praying. 13 And when he 

knocked at the door of the gateway, a servant girl named Rhoda came to answer. 
14 Recognizing Peter’s voice, in her joy she did not open the gate but ran in and reported that 

Peter was standing at the gate. 15 They said to her, “You are out of your mind.” But she kept 

insisting that it was so, and they kept saying, “It is his angel!” 16 But Peter continued knocking, 

and when they opened, they saw him and were amazed. 17 But motioning to them with his 

hand to be silent, he described to them how the Lord had brought him out of the prison. And 

he said, “Tell these things to James and to the brothers.” Then he departed and went to 

another place.  
18 Now when day came, there was no little disturbance among the soldiers over what had 

become of Peter. 19 And after Herod searched for him and did not find him, he examined the 

sentries and ordered that they should be put to death. Then he went down from Judea to 

Caesarea and spent time there.  



 

 

 

1.  James was one of the twelve disciples.  Herod, the grandson of Herod the Great who 
sought to kill Jesus when he was born, is attacking the church.  He does so for political 
motives, in order to please the Jews.  In every age, the church is attacked, sometimes from 
the outside and sometimes from the inside.  How do you see the church being attacked in 
our own time? 

2. There is a contrast here in the text between Herod the king who has all the earthly power, 
and the people of God who seem to be powerless.  Yet, the people of God prevail. They 
don’t prevail through passivity, but through prayer.  Can you think of 
situations/challenges/spiritual problems that you or your church seem to have given up on, 
thinking that there is not sufficient power for God to address them?  What do you find most 
challenging about prayer?   

3. Peter is delivered as God responds to the prayers of his people.  God’s purposes for Peter 
on this earth were not yet complete.  And yet, the apostle James was killed.  This contrast 
is important because it reminds us that God’s plan for each of us different.  God always 
answers prayers from his people and uses those prayers to advance his kingdom purposes 
in their lives.  But, we all have different callings and God has a different purpose for each 
one of us.  Where are you desiring to see God glorified in your life?  What are you praying 
about?  Have you invited others to pray about it? 

4. As this narrative unfolds, what does the response of the people of God to Peter’s release 
show us about their expectations? Remember: these are the very same people who were 
praying for his release. 

5. Herod kills the guards when he learns that Peter escaped.  There is an element of 
ruthlessness here that we are intended to see.  One implication that we can draw from this 
is that the world is a harsh place.  Those who side with Herod will live and die by his terms, 
and so it is with the world. The church is sometimes a disappointing place for believers.  
We are not yet what we will one day be as the people of God. But, in spite of her 
shortcomings, the church remains the safest place for God’s people.  Are there seasons 
when you are tempted to pull back from your church?  Are there ways that you could move 
closer to the church in this season of your life? 

6. The Westminster Shorter Catechism has a number of questions and answers on prayer.  
Question 100 reminds us that we pray to a God who is our Father, and is ready to help us.  
Does your prayer life suggest that you know God as this kind of a Father? “What doth the 
preface of the Lord’s prayer teach us? The preface of the Lord’s prayer, (which is, Our Father 
which art in heaven, (Matt. 6:9)) teacheth us to draw near to God with all holy reverence 
and confidence, as children to a father, able and ready to help us; (Rom. 8:15, Luke 11:13) 
and that we should pray with and for others. (Acts 12:5, 1 Tim. 2:1–2)” 

 


