
 

 

EPC Discussion Guide for Acts 12:1-19 

EPC Discussion Guides provide context and teaching to discuss a passage of Scripture.  Many of these guides are 

usually companions to sermons. But the discussion guide will provide enough material for those who did not hear 

the sermon to discuss the passage.  Group leaders are encouraged to order questions and emphases according to 

the needs of their particular group. 

 

Read Acts 13:13–43 (ESV)  

Paul and Barnabas at Antioch in Pisidia  

13 Now Paul and his companions set sail from Paphos and came to Perga in Pamphylia. And 

John left them and returned to Jerusalem, 14 but they went on from Perga and came to Antioch 

in Pisidia. And on the Sabbath day they went into the synagogue and sat down. 15 After the 

reading from the Law and the Prophets, the rulers of the synagogue sent a message to them, 

saying, “Brothers, if you have any word of encouragement for the people, say it.” 16 So Paul 

stood up, and motioning with his hand said:  

“Men of Israel and you who fear God, listen. 17 The God of this people Israel chose our 

fathers and made the people great during their stay in the land of Egypt, and with uplifted arm 

he led them out of it. 18 And for about forty years he put up with them in the wilderness. 19 And 

after destroying seven nations in the land of Canaan, he gave them their land as an inheritance. 
20 All this took about 450 years. And after that he gave them judges until Samuel the prophet. 
21 Then they asked for a king, and God gave them Saul the son of Kish, a man of the tribe of 

Benjamin, for forty years. 22 And when he had removed him, he raised up David to be their king, 

of whom he testified and said, ‘I have found in David the son of Jesse a man after my heart, 

who will do all my will.’ 23 Of this man’s offspring God has brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus, as he 

promised. 24 Before his coming, John had proclaimed a baptism of repentance to all the people 

of Israel. 25 And as John was finishing his course, he said, ‘What do you suppose that I am? I am 

not he. No, but behold, after me one is coming, the sandals of whose feet I am not worthy to 

untie.’  
26 “Brothers, sons of the family of Abraham, and those among you who fear God, to us has 

been sent the message of this salvation. 27 For those who live in Jerusalem and their rulers, 

because they did not recognize him nor understand the utterances of the prophets, which are 

read every Sabbath, fulfilled them by condemning him. 28 And though they found in him no guilt 

worthy of death, they asked Pilate to have him executed. 29 And when they had carried out all 

that was written of him, they took him down from the tree and laid him in a tomb. 30 But God 

raised him from the dead, 31 and for many days he appeared to those who had come up with 

him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are now his witnesses to the people. 32 And we bring you 

the good news that what God promised to the fathers, 33 this he has fulfilled to us their children 

by raising Jesus, as also it is written in the second Psalm,  

  “ ‘You are my Son,  



 

 

today I have begotten you.’  

34 And as for the fact that he raised him from the dead, no more to return to corruption, he has 

spoken in this way,  

  “ ‘I will give you the holy and sure blessings of David.’  

35 Therefore he says also in another psalm,  

  “ ‘You will not let your Holy One see corruption.’  

36 For David, after he had served the purpose of God in his own generation, fell asleep and was 

laid with his fathers and saw corruption, 37 but he whom God raised up did not see corruption. 
38 Let it be known to you therefore, brothers, that through this man forgiveness of sins is 

proclaimed to you, 39 and by him everyone who believes is freed from everything from which 

you could not be freed by the law of Moses. 40 Beware, therefore, lest what is said in the 

Prophets should come about:  

41  “ ‘Look, you scoffers,  

be astounded and perish;  

  for I am doing a work in your days,  

a work that you will not believe, even if one tells it to you.’ ”  

42 As they went out, the people begged that these things might be told them the next 

Sabbath. 43 And after the meeting of the synagogue broke up, many Jews and devout converts 

to Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas, who, as they spoke with them, urged them to continue 

in the grace of God.  

 

1. Paul and Barnabas are attending a synagogue service.  The synagogue formed the basic 
pattern for early Christian worship.  Note that the Bible was read and then there was 
exposition.  On this occasion, Paul and Barnabas were invited to speak to the assembly.  
He addresses two groups gathered at the synagogue for worship: ethnic Jews and Gentile 
God-fearers (non-Jews who worshipped the God of Israel but did not convert fully to 
Judaism).  It is unclear what passages were read on this occasion.  It could be that the 
reading itself occasioned the use of the Scriptures in this sermon.  Certainly the reading 
gave some context for what Paul preaches on this occasion.   In verses 13-27 Paul narrates 
the history of Israel. This narration is important, because if Jesus is the Messiah then he is 
the fulfillment of all that was promised to Israel.  This history shows a pattern of blessing 
on the part of God and rebellion on the part of God’s people or leaders.  So, God makes 
the people great then delivers them from Egypt through an “uplifted arm”—language that 
emphasizes God’s personal and powerful action on behalf of his people to fulfill his 



 

 

covenant promise to Abraham in Genesis 12,15,17).  But God’s people rebel in the 
wilderness.  Then God destroys the 7 nations in the land of Canaan. They ask for judges 
and God grants their wish, but God had to “remove” their king and raise up another in his 
place, David.  Unlike Saul, God could say of David, ‘I have found in David the son of Jesse a 
man after my heart, who will do all my will’ (Acts 13:22).  So, there is a pattern of God 
fulfilling promises, God’s people rebelling, and God continuing to fulfill promises.  This 
pattern of the Old Testament reaches a particularly high place in God’s promise to David, 
called the Davidic Covenant.  That is why Paul gives particular attention to God’s promise 
to David, specifically naming Jesus as the fulfillment of this covenant promise: “Of this 
man’s offspring God has brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus, as he promised” (Acts 13:23).  
One can only imagine that a pin could have been heard dropping upon those words being 
uttered!  Paul is declaring that Jesus was the promised seed of David (“offspring”). God has 
“brought” a Savior “according to promise” (the literal reading of as he promised.) Are there 
ways in which we continue to rebel against God in spite of his blessings?   

2. Repentance required to see this promise fulfilled in Jesus, so God sent forth John to 
proclaim a baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel.  What did God have to expose 
in your life before leading you to trust in Christ?  How did he do this?   

3.  “Those who lived in Jerusalem” and “their rulers” condemned Jesus wrongfully to die 
“because they did not recognize him nor understand the utterances of the prophets which 
are read every Sabbath” (27).  Spiritual blindness is truly a frightening thing.  If you know 
Christ today, then praise God because he has opened your eyes to see the glory of God in 
the face of Christ.  When we consider the depth of spiritual blindness over so much of the 
world, we ought to be moved to greater dependence on the Lord in prayer for all our 
efforts to reach the world for Christ.      

4. In verse 39 Paul says that those who believe in Jesus Christ are, by him, freed from 
everything that the law could not free them of.  This is an amazing verse that captures the 
heart of the gospel blessings.  Why do you think we so often fail to grasp the freedom that 
we have in Christ?  What is the relationship between freedom and obedience in the 
Christian life?  How is it possible to be completely free and yet strive even more for complete 
love and obedience of God?    

5. Paul and Barnabas reminded those who heard the gospel to continue in the grace of God.  
On a scale of 1 to 10, how much are you continuing in God’s grace today? 

 


