
 

 

EPC Discussion Guide for Acts 14:1-7 

EPC Discussion Guides provide questions to discuss a passage of Scripture that has been preached from in a 

worship service.  This guide assumes that the participants in the group have been in the worship service, have 

heard the sermon and have some context in which to discuss the questions.  Group leaders are encouraged to 

order questions and emphases according to the needs of their particular group. 

 

Read Acts 14:1-7 (ESV)  

14 Now at Iconium they entered together into the Jewish synagogue and spoke in such a way that a 

great number of both Jews and Greeks believed. 2 But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles and 

poisoned their minds against the brothers. 3 So they remained for a long time, speaking boldly for the 

Lord, who bore witness to the word of his grace, granting signs and wonders to be done by their hands. 
4 But the people of the city were divided; some sided with the Jews and some with the apostles. 5 When 

an attempt was made by both Gentiles and Jews, with their rulers, to mistreat them and to stone them, 
6 they learned of it and fled to Lystra and Derbe, cities of Lycaonia, and to the surrounding country, 7 and 

there they continued to preach the gospel. 

 

1. Christians in Iconium were being reviled.  How do the verbs of the opening verses of this 
passage uniquely establish a context for persecution in Iconium? 

2. What do you find most difficult about being a Christian in our culture?   
3. Read Matthew 5:11-12.  Do Jesus’ words comfort you or challenge you? 
4. Paul and Barnabas responded to this persecution by remaining in Iconium for a long time 

and continuing to speak the truth.  Different translations capture the emphasis differently, 
but the Greek text makes it clear that they were relying on the Lord in their ministry.  God 
gave them a unique ability as Apostles to do miracles to validate their message.  What does 
it look like for us to rely on God when responding to persecution?  

5. Eventually Paul and Barnabas have to leave because of an attempt on their life.  What is 
your view of being martyred because of your faith?  

6. Chapter 26 of the Westminster Confession of Faith is entitled “Of the Communion of 
Saints:” All saints, that are united to Jesus Christ their Head, by His Spirit, and by faith, have 
fellowship with Him in His grace, sufferings, death, resurrection, and glory: (1 John 1:3, Eph. 
3:16–19, John 1:16, Eph. 2:5–6, Phil. 3:10, Rom. 6:5–6, 2 Tim. 2:12) and, being united to 
one another in love, they have communion in each other’s gifts and graces, (Eph. 4:15–16, 
1 Cor. 12:7, 1 Cor. 3:21–23, Col. 2:19) and are obliged to the performance of such duties, 
public and private, as do conduce to their mutual good, both in the inward and outward 
man. (1 Thess. 5:11,14, Rom. 1:11–12,14, 1 John 3:16–18, Gal. 6:10). How can saints 
encourage one another in when facing trials and tribulations?   

7. Pray that we would rely upon the Lord and encourage one another to remain faithful to 
Christ in the midst of whatever challenges we face in our culture.   


