
 

 

EPC Discussion Guide for Acts 9:6-19 

EPC Discussion Guides provide context and teaching to discuss a passage of Scripture.  Many of these guides are 

usually companions to sermons. But the discussion guide will provide enough material for those who did not hear 

the sermon to discuss the passage.  Group leaders are encouraged to order questions and emphases according to 

the needs of their particular group. 

32 Now as Peter went here and there among them all, he came down also to the saints who 
lived at Lydda. 33 There he found a man named Aeneas, bedridden for eight years, who was 
paralyzed. 34 And Peter said to him, “Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals you; rise and make your bed.” 
And immediately he rose. 35 And all the residents of Lydda and Sharon saw him, and they turned 
to the Lord.  

36 Now there was in Joppa a disciple named Tabitha, which, translated, means Dorcas. She 
was full of good works and acts of charity. 37 In those days she became ill and died, and when 
they had washed her, they laid her in an upper room. 38 Since Lydda was near Joppa, the 
disciples, hearing that Peter was there, sent two men to him, urging him, “Please come to us 
without delay.” 39 So Peter rose and went with them. And when he arrived, they took him to the 
upper room. All the widows stood beside him weeping and showing tunics and other garments 
that Dorcas made while she was with them. 40 But Peter put them all outside, and knelt down 
and prayed; and turning to the body he said, “Tabitha, arise.” And she opened her eyes, and 
when she saw Peter she sat up. 41 And he gave her his hand and raised her up. Then calling the 
saints and widows, he presented her alive. 42 And it became known throughout all Joppa, and 
many believed in the Lord. 43 And he stayed in Joppa for many days with one Simon, a tanner.  
 

1. This account of Peter’s ministry shows that he was involved in ministering to newly planted 

churches.  We don’t know much about these small Christian communities but we do know that 

they were comprised of folk whom Luke describes as “saints.” Saint is the term that the New 

Testament uses to describe believers regardless of whether they are famous or in leadership 

positions.  Every believers is a saint because every believer has the Holy Spirit in them, and is 

therefore holy—the word for saint comes from the Latin word for holy.  These two accounts put 

forward two different types of suffering in these communities.  What type of suffering is present 

in each community?  How does this type of suffering shape or impact a congregation? 

2. In this particular case, Christ does a miracle through Peter to heal Aeneas and raise Tabitha from 

the dead.  A miracle occurs when God does something that stands outside the ordinary laws 

that he has established to govern the universe.  God is at work in and through ordinary laws as 

well.  Nevertheless, there were a number of purposes for miracles in the early church: (1) 

Miracles authenticate the ministry of the Apostles and New Covenant prophets, who eventually 

wrote the New Testament.  Without New Testament scriptures, the apostles and new covenant 

prophets were the interpreters of the significance of the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus.  

We see the gift of miracles fade away when the New Testament scriptures are fully compiled.  

(2) They minister to the individual who receives them and the benefit the local church.  (3) They 

provide a foretaste of the resurrection to come to all believers in Jesus Christ.  (NB: The 

presence of one miracle doesn’t eliminate the future suffering or death in the life of that 

individual.  If someone is healed miraculously but dies without Christ then they still perish in 

their sins and face eternal judgment.  Therefore, miracles were never a final goal for Christians.)  



 

 

What was the impact of these miracles in Lydda and Joppa?    What should the impact of these 

miracles be upon our own lives as we read about them?   

3. Consider this verse from Philippians 3:20-21: 20 “But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we 

await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious 

body, by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself.”  What miracle are all 

believers ultimately promised to experience?  How does this reality impact your thinking about 

the role of the miraculous in the Christian life?   

4. Verses 35 and 42 speak of many people “turning to the Lord” (35) and “believing in the Lord” 

(42).  Turning (repentance) and believing (faith) are to the two aspects of Christian conversation.  

When the Holy Spirit makes someone’s heart new (regeneration) they turn from sin to Christ 

and place their faith in Jesus Christ as their Savior.  Genuine conversion is always accompanied 

by these two elements in a person’s life.  Apart from repentance and faith, it is quite possible 

that someone may be attracted to the Christian community or to the perceived benefits of being 

a Christian, and yet may not actually be a Christian.  Consider our membership vows below and 

reflect on how these vows can correct, rebuke, encourage the person who is attracted to the 

community of faith but isn’t a Christian.   

 Do you acknowledge yourselves to be sinners in the sight of God, justly deserving His 

displeasure, and without hope save [except] in His sovereign mercy? 

 Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God, and Savior of sinners, and do you 

receive and rest upon Him alone for salvation as He is offered in the Gospel? 

 Do you now resolve and promise, in humble reliance upon the grace of the Holy Spirit, that 

you will endeavor to live as becomes the followers of Christ? 

 Do you promise to support the church in its worship and work to the best of your ability? 

 Do you submit yourselves to the government and discipline of the church, and promise to 

study its purity and peace? 
5. Just as miracles adorned and confirmed the gospel in the foundational ministry of the Apostles, 

good works and love for God and neighbor are to be that which adorn and confirm the gospel 

now.  Pray for our church’s holiness, for increased public and private good works, and for many 

to be brought to Christ through our works and our words.  Pray as well, in faith, for the Lord to 

do miraculous works of salvation and healing in those who are on the hearts and minds of those 

in your group.  Pray that for our covenant children especially, but for all folks at EPC generally, 

that none would settle for a cultural Christianity or a simply enjoyment of the Christian 

community, but that all would be brought to repentance and faith in Christ.   

 


