
Read Acts 16:6-15 

Pray that God would bless your study in His Word and give you fresh repentance, faith and obedience.   

1. In verses 6-8 we see Paul, Silas and Timothy responding to God’s sovereignty.  God, in His 

sovereignty, by His Spirit, ‘forbids’ and ‘did not allow’ them to preach where they wanted to 

preach.  How do they respond to this providential road block?  How might this be instructive to 

us in those times when God’s sovereignty hinders our plans (even our plans to serve God 

himself!)? 

2. In verses 9-10 Paul is given a vision of a Macedonian requesting ‘help’ and concludes that this 

means they must preach the gospel there.  We can grant that the gospel is hope-ful, but in what 

ways is the gospel truly and uniquely ‘help-ful’?  Helpful for individuals, families, communities, 

etc.   

3. In verses 11-15 Paul goes to Philippi, seeks out God-fearing people and finds a group of women 

praying.  The Scripture says God “opened” Lydia’s heart to ‘pay attention’ to what was said by 

Paul.  Once again, God’s sovereignty is on display.  If it is only through a sovereign act of God’s 

grace that anyone can pay attention to His Word, how should this shape our approach to 

communicating our faith, making disciples, evangelism, etc.? 

4. In verse 15 we see that ‘pay attention’ meant ‘repentance and faith’ which then led to Lydia’s 

public identification with God’s people in baptism and then to her participation in the 

missionary work of Paul.  Her faith immediately resulted in being zealous for good works.  Spend 

some time praying that 

a. Our faith would result in being zealous for good works 

b. Our trust in God’s sovereignty would be renewed 

c. Our God, who closes doors, would be pleased to open hearts to ‘pay attention’ to the 

Word as it goes out in our pulpit and in our homes, with our neighbors, in our 

communities.     


