
 

 

EPC Discussion Guide for Acts 8:39-9:5 

EPC Discussion Guides provide context and teaching to discuss a passage of Scripture.  Many 

of these guides are usually companions to sermons, but the discussion guide will provide 

enough material for those who did not hear the sermon to discuss the passage.  Group 

leaders are encouraged to order questions and emphases according to the needs of their 

particular group.  Below the study you will find items for focused prayer.   

   

Read Acts 8:39-9:5 

39 And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch 

saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40 But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed 

through he preached the gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.  

9 But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest 
2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, 

men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 Now as he went on his way, he approached 

Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven shone around him. 4 And falling to the ground he heard a 

voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” 5 And he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And 

he said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.” 

1. Philip has special gifts that we don’t have today, but he was not one of the Twelve.  Luke wants 

us to see that God is using Philip, who is not one of the Twelve, to take the gospel to Samaria 

and to the Ethiopian eunuch.  God freely gives the Holy Spirit to believers and will work 

powerfully through humble servants to reach others for Christ.    Take some time and share how 

God has used others in your life to bring you to Him or bring you closer to Him.     

2. The Ethiopian Eunuch rejoices when Philip is taken from him.  Irenaeus, an early church father, 

claimed that the Ethiopian went on to take the gospel to his home country.  Throughout chapter 

eight, the structure of Luke’s narrative emphasizes the power and blessing of the Spirit of the 

Lord.  Philip obeys the Spirit’s promptings, but he is totally dependent on the Spirit to guide him 

(and even to transport him!).  We get the impression from this text that the Holy Spirit will go to 

whatever lengths necessary to advance the Kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  What 

does it look like in our setting to be sensitive to the leading of the Spirit and to be dependent 

upon His power?     

3. Today we are surrounded by serious cultural and religious conflict.  Acts 9:1 shows us that the 

Spirit of Christ does powerful ministry in just such contexts.  All that the Spirit accomplished in 

chapter eight was taking place while there was intense persecution in Jerusalem.  While 

Christians are called to live in peace as far as we are able, the gospel can and does go forward in 

the midst of cultural conflict and persecution.  Sometimes Christians make the mistake of 

thinking that they have to have political and cultural power in order for Christ to use them or 

their church.  But, Revelation 2:4-5 (also written to a church facing persecution) provides a 

different insight on what we need to do.  Read Rev 4:4-5 and reflect, as a group, on what it 

would look like for us as a church, or as a small group within the church, to live out that text 

together.   



 

 

4. Christians in Acts are referred to as belong to the “Way” five times. We may be inclined to think 

of the “Way” as referring first and foremost to a way of living life.  It is no less than this, but it is 

also so much more.  

a. First of all, the way of salvation is Jesus himself.  In John 14:6 Jesus declares, “I am the 

way, the truth and the life, no one comes to the Father except through me.” This Bible is 

clear that this way of salvation is by grace, not by works. As Paul puts it in Galatians 

2:14-16 “But when I saw that their conduct was not in step with the truth of the gospel, 

I said to Cephas before them all, "If you, though a Jew, live like a Gentile and not like a 

Jew, how can you force the Gentiles to live like Jews?"  15 We ourselves are Jews by birth 

and not Gentile sinners;  16 yet we know that a person is not justified by works of the law 

but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be 

justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the law, because by works of the law no 

one will be justified.” 

b. Second, Jesus offers different pathway of satisfaction than the world.  As the Lord 

speaks to his people through Isaiah, in Isaiah 55:1-3 “Come, everyone who thirsts, come 

to the waters; and he who has no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk 

without money and without price.  2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not 

bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen diligently to me, and eat 

what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food.  3 Incline your ear, and come to me; 

hear, that your soul may live; and I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my 

steadfast, sure love for David.”  This satisfaction is ultimately found in coming to God 

through Jesus, in listening to the Word made flesh.  As Jesus himself says, John 7:37-38  
37 On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, "If anyone 

thirsts, let him come to me and drink.  38 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has 

said, 'Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water,” and “John 10:10   10 The thief 

comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it 

abundantly.” 

c. Third, Jesus offers a different view of suffering than the world.  As Paul says in Romans 

5:1-5 “Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through 

our Lord Jesus Christ.  2 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this 

grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.  3 More than that, 

we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance,  4 and 

endurance produces character, and character produces hope,  5 and hope does not put 

us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy 

Spirit who has been given to us.” 

d. Which one of these three areas is the most difficult for you to take hold of in your own 

Christian experience?  Why?   

5. When we experience conflict with the world around us, we can be tempted to think that we are 

alone.  What comfort can believers draw from Acts 9:3-5, specifically in the truth that Christ so 

closely associates with his people that he “feels” his people’s persecution?   

6. The Westminster Confession of Faith list many things that Christ does for believers in section 

eight, the chapter entitled, “Christ the Mediator.”  This is a very encouraging chapter of our 

confession, which gives Christ all the glory and honor for our salvation: “To all those for whom 

Christ hath purchased redemption, he doth certainly and effectually apply and communicate the 



 

 

same; (John 6:37, 39, John 10:15–16) making intercession for them, (1 John 2:1–2, Rom. 8:34) 

and revealing unto them, in and by the word, the mysteries of salvation; (John 15:13, 15, Eph. 

1:7–10, John 17:6) effectively persuading them by his Spirit to believe and obey, and governing 

their hearts by his word and Spirit; (John 14:16, Heb. 12:2, 2 Cor. 4:13, Rom. 8:9, 14, Rom. 

15:18–19, John 17:17) overcoming all their enemies by his almighty power and wisdom, in such 

manner, and ways, as are most consonant to his wonderful and unsearchable dispensation. (Ps. 

110:1, 1 Cor. 15:25–26, Mal. 4:2–3, Col. 2:15).”  Read through this chapter together and discuss 

which one of these ministries of Christ is most precious to you in your present situation as a 

follower of Christ.   

Items for Prayer 

This week we’re reminded of two truths that should shape our time in prayer together.  The first is that 

ordinary believers are called and enabled by the Holy Spirit to make an eternal difference in the lives of 

those around them by speaking truth in love. After your study is concluded, spend time praying for the 

co-workers, family members, friends and neighbors around you who don’t know Christ.  Pray specifically 

for opportunities to speak truth in love this week.  Pray also for a wise, winsome, and bold witness in 

those opportunities.  Pray for the Holy Spirit to give them ears to hear and hearts ready to repent and 

believe in the Lord.  Pray as well for our church’s outreach events, specifically Christianity Explored and 

the Ruth Naomi Floyd Concert to be used by the Lord to equip the saints for evangelism, bring many to 

the church and many to faith in Christ.   

The second truth is that God’s kingdom advances mightily in the midst of opposition.  Spend some time 

praying for our president, congress and supreme court.  Pray specifically for the salvation of those in 

authority over us, as well as righteous and just laws and actions.   Pray for believers to persist in a bold 

and loving witness both here and throughout the world.  Pray for God’s peace and protection over our 

brothers and sisters facing persecution.  Pray that the words and witness of the persecuted church 

would result in the salvation of those who persecute her.    

 


