
 

Pastoral Search Committee 
Nomination Process FAQs 

 
 
Why do we need such an elaborate process? 
Once you see the outline of the process, we hope you’ll agree that it’s not as 
elaborate as it might first appear. However, Session determined it was valuable 
to have several opportunities for prayer during the process, since the candidate 
identified by the Pastoral Search Committee could very well lead our church for 
the next 10+ years. 
 
Where did the process come from? 
Dr. Charles McGowan, former moderator of the PCA General Assembly. He now 
helps churches such as ours smoothly transition from one senior pastor to the 
next. It helps that he is very familiar with the process outlined by our Book of 
Church Order. 
 
What are the categories available for nominations? 
There are eleven positions on the committee, broken into the following eight 
categories: 

• Session (3) 
• Diaconate (1) 
• Shepherding & Discipleship (1) 
• Outreach/Missions (1) 
• Covenant Homes (1) 
• Music (1) 
• Women’s Ministry (1) 
• At-Large (2) 

 
How many people can I nominate? How many forms do I need to pick up?  
You can nominate one person for each category—up to eight total nominations. 
Nomination forms are available online or at the information counter in the 
narthex. 
 
How do I decide which category to nominate someone for, if they’re eligible 
for multiple categories?  
Some people (such as officers) are only eligible for a single category. But others 



could be in multiple slots. Session has no specific guideline for choosing a 
category, but we urge you to pray about the balance of the committee and 
nominate a slate of candidates whom you feel will represent the wide interests 
and perspectives of our church. 
 
Can I nominate someone if they’re not on the suggested list of candidates?  
Absolutely! Except in obvious cases where the nominations are limited (men 
can’t be nominated for women’s ministry, for example), you are free to 
nominate whomever you believe would be a good candidate. 
 
What should I do if I am nominated for more than one position? 
You can only be nominated for one position on the committee. After you accept 
a nomination, you should not co-sign any further nominations, even if it’s for a 
category that you prefer to the nomination already signed. 
 
If I’m nominated for a position, where do I turn in the form if I choose to 
sign it? 
You can give it or email it to the clerk of Session, Bill Zinkand, or turn it in to 
the church office. 
 
What is the expected time commitment for committee members? 
The exact meeting schedule and breakdown of duties is at the committee’s 
discretion, once formed. But the commitment is not one to be taken lightly. The 
committee will need to form the job ad, go through potentially 100+ 
applications, interview a short list, listen to sermons (online and in person), 
interact with Session as needed (especially once a final candidate is identified), 
and organize everything leading up to the congregational meeting to issue a call 
to a new senior pastor. 
 
Will absentee ballots be allowed? 
Initially Session had said no. But in light of the short notice of the meeting and 
preexisting travel plans of many in the congregation, the following plan was 
adopted: Absentee ballots will only be permitted for those who are traveling 
and not able to attend the 7/15 congregational meeting. Members voting by 
absentee ballot must request a ballot by email to Bob Almond at 
jra.hpsc@gmail.com prior to the close of nominations on 7/10. Absentee voters 
will receive a ballot from the Clerk of Session, Bill Zinkand, on the morning of 
7/15, and must cast their vote by email before 5 p.m. EDT the same day. 
 
Why can’t paid staff members be on the committee? Don’t they have a 
valuable perspective? 
They certainly do have a valuable perspective that the committee will consult 
during the search process. However, Session decided that it would not be 
appropriate to have a staff member on the committee that, in effect, chooses 
their next immediate supervisor. 
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