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Dear Church Family,

The announcement of Pastor Harvey’s transition is hard. Although your Session supports Jay’s decision with love 
and gratitude for his 13 years of service here, we will feel keenly the loss of his exemplary leadership and person-
al friendship.

And yet, as Jay has just said, we know that God is already preparing the next man to lead our church. We are 
also grateful that, in God’s providence, we have Pastors Post and Gorsuch to shoulder the burden throughout the 
transition.

As your leaders we aim to communicate proactively and transparently with all of you throughout the process of 
finding and calling a new senior pastor. With that in mind, here are a number of details about the path forward.

A congregational meeting will be called for Sunday, June 10, to explain the process of nominating a search com-
mittee as outlined in our Book of Church Order. (Look for more communication regarding the exact time.) At 
this meeting, the congregation will also vote on Jay’s request to “dissolve” his pastoral relationship with EPC. We 
urge you to vote in favor of sending out Jay and the Harvey family with our blessing.

To ensure we take the time needed to make a thorough search for a new senior pastor, the Session has begun 
searching for an interim pastor who will agree not to be a candidate for the permanent senior pastor position. As 
specified in our Book of Church Order, this person would be called by the Session to serve for a limited period, 
until a senior pastor is identified by the search committee and called by the congregation. In the meantime, you 
can look forward to hearing preaching from Pastors Post and Gorsuch, as well as from other guest preachers.

Even before this announcement, we as a Session were planning a day of reflection around our vision and prior-
ities as a church. We intend to continue this planning as soon as possible, especially since having a clear vision 
and discernible priorities is critical for a new pastor’s success. Please pray for wisdom during this process and 
great unity as a church.

In addition, the Session is seeking the counsel of Dr. Charles McGowan, former moderator of the PCA General 
Assembly, to assist in the organization and fulfillment of the search process. After receiving his initial report, Ses-
sion will confer with the search committee to determine whether his ongoing coaching and candidate resource 
bank would be valuable and effective.

Please pray for us as we lead the church through this transition. Pray for Pastor Harvey’s new ministry, and for 
the Harvey family’s upcoming move. Pray for our church’s stability and health. Pray for the development of our 
search committee, and for its discernment in seeking potential pastoral candidates. And pray that God would 
lead his chosen servant to us and lead us to greater blessing, in God’s providence.

With warm love and affection, 
Your Session


