
Read Acts 15:36-41 

Pray for the Lord to give you ‘ears to hear’ and ‘eyes to see’ His word and that He might use His word to 

make you more like Him.   

1. In verse 36 Paul tells Barnabas he wants to ‘visit’ the brothers in every city where they 

proclaimed the Word of the Lord.  We can gather from the rest of Acts (and other places in the 

New Testament where this word ‘visit’ is used) that it is more of a spiritual ‘check-up’ than it is 

an occasion for small talk. Paul desires to see what God’s word has cultivated in the lives of 

those who received it.  When it comes to applying this - what are some obstacles to this kind of 

spiritual investigation?   

 

2. If we do, indeed, share Paul’s desire to see what God’s word has cultivated in the lives of those 

who have received it (in our kids, spouses, roommates, friends, etc.), what steps can we take to 

1) better personally ‘visit’ those around us, and 2) create a church culture of ‘visitation’ in this 

sense?   

 

 

 

3. The passage doesn’t pass judgement on Paul and Barnabas’ sharp disagreement.  What are 

some possible reasons why Luke would record this incident? 

 

 

4.  It is clear that the Lord works through Paul and Silas (going one way), and Barnabas and Mark 

(going the other way) to do His work.  This Mark who was rejected as ‘unfit’ by Paul is the same 

Mark who would go on to be called Peter’s “son” and would write the gospel of Mark (which is 

an inspired and inerrant account of all of Peter’s teaching and Peter’s remembrances of his time 

with Jesus).  In what ways can this passage help (challenge? Encourage?) us in the following 

hypothetical situations: 

a. A ministry of the church is shut down. 

b. A minister of the church goes to another church. 

c. A missions committee cuts a missionary’s support. 

d. Your small group leader wants to study a book you don’t want to.   

e. You are passed over for a leadership position. 

f. You have passed someone over for a leadership position. 

g. You find yourself at odds with the ‘missional’ direction a church is taking. 

h. You have conflict with someone in the church and part ways. 

 

 

Pray – Specifically pray for a culture of “visitation” in our congregation.  Pray that our relationships 

would be sincere, loving, and move far deeper than ‘small talk.’  Pray for wisdom to navigate conflict 

between brothers and sisters and to know what is (and isn’t) worth parting ways over.   



Suggestions for a Spiritual Check-Up / ‘Visit’ 

We generally give what we’ve received and most of us have not received very many spiritual ‘visits’ 

either formally or informally.  Here’s some suggestions to help move in the right direction.  These are as 

applicable for small group prayer times as they are for talking to a friend during the week.   

1. Pray before you ‘visit’ 

2. ‘Visit’ the whole person – ask how they are in general before ‘jumping’ to spiritual things. 

3. Use spiritual questions to get spiritual answers 

a. “What are you reading these days that’s encouraging you spiritually?” 

b. “How are you doing these days, physically, spiritually?” 

c. “How can I be praying for you?” 

d. “How have you been growing in your faith these days?” 

4. Seek what the Word has done 

a. “What were some things that stuck out to you from this week’s sermon?” 

b. “What did you learn in Sunday School today?” 

c. “How are you planning to put into practice the things we learned in Sunday School 

today?” 

5. Share what the Word has done 

a. “I was really challenged this week by…” 

b. “Pastor Harvey mentioned this, and it really stuck with me…” 

c. “I was convicted by this, and could use your help praying for me for …” 


