
Small Group Discussion Guide for Acts 15:1-21 

Read Acts 15:1-21, Pray for the Lord to bless your time in his word 

Discuss 

1. In Acts 15:1 we see that some are teaching that in order to be saved, Gentiles needed to add circumcision to 

their faith in Christ.  These men would affirm that we are saved by grace through faith in Jesus, but would 

argue that what makes it ‘official’ or ‘saving’ or ‘acceptable to the church’ is to add circumcision to it.  We 

can call this “Jesus +” teaching.  What are some contemporary examples of this “Jesus +” teaching?  What 

are some nuanced versions of this that can sneak into the church? 

2. In 15:2 there was “no small dissention and debate” over this “Jesus +” teaching.  If you read Paul’s letter to 

the Galatians, especially 5:1-12, you can see Luke’s comment is an understatement.   According to Paul, why 

was this such a big deal,…big enough that all the apostles and church elders called the first “General 

Assembly” and came together to render a judgment on it?  (If you have time, consider passages like Romans 

3:9-31, Galatians 2:15-21, 5:1-12, Phil 3:1-11  where Paul clearly addresses this issue). 

3. Westminster Larger Catechism 77 asks “Wherein do justification and sanctification differ?” It answers, 

“Although sanctification be inseparably joined with justification, yet they differ, in that God in justification 

imputeth the righteousness of Christ, in sanctification his Spirit infuseth grace, and enableth to the exercise 

thereof; in the former, sin is pardoned; in the other, it is subdued: the one doth equally free all believers 

from the revenging wrath of God, and that perfectly in this life, that they never fall into condemnation; the 

other is neither equal in all, nor in this life perfect in any, but growing up to perfection.”  What happens 

when we wrongly fuse or confuse justification and sanctification?    

4. In 15:10, Peter argues that this “Jesus +” teaching presents a yoke “that neither our fathers nor we have 

been able to bear.”  Aside from the ultimate consequences, what are the practical consequences of living a 

life yoked to “Jesus +” teaching and a life yoked to “Jesus alone”…consequences in terms of your spiritual 

life, parenting, marriage, callings, etc.  What does life look like in one belief system versus the other?   

5. If someone were to observe your past (let’s say) Monday, which of these two teachings would they say you 

believed?  “Jesus +” or “Jesus alone”? 

6. When James speaks he quotes Amos 9 and concludes that it was God’s plan, all along, that the Gentiles and 

the Jews be included in God’s salvation plan of grace alone in Christ alone by faith alone.  He ends with the 

idea that a letter be sent to Gentiles proclaiming this free offer of the gospel and requesting they refrain 

from the pagan and/or deeply offensive pagan practices they formerly lived in and did.  How is this unlike 

the command that Gentiles be circumcised to be ‘saved’?  In other words, how is this requirement ‘OK’ and 

not striking at the very heart of the gospel?  What are the implications (if any) of this ‘requirement’ for the 

proclamation of the gospel to our pagan, non-believing friends and neighbors? 

Pray 

Church Life – Pray that the gospel would be presented in all its fullness and freedom and that no part of our church 

culture would even hint at “Jesus +” teaching.    

Personal Life – Pray for a greater understanding of justification through faith alone in Christ alone.  Pray for the non-

Christian folks in your life ‘yoked’ to unbelief.  Pray for the religious folks in your life ‘yoked’ to “Jesus+” teaching.   


