
Read Acts 16:1-5 

Pray that the Lord would use your time in His word to make you more like Him and equip you to serve in 

His name. 

1. In Acts 16:1-2 we are introduced to Timothy.  We learn from this passage that his mother was a 

Jew, and from 2 Timothy 1:5 and 2 Timothy 3:15 that his mother and grandmother taught him 

the Scriptures.  We also learn from Acts 16 that his father was a Greek.  We can infer from this 

comment, the lack of mention of Timothy’s father in 2 Timothy 1:5 and the fact that Timothy 

was not yet circumcised that Timothy’s father was unsupportive (at best), or even antagonistic 

(at worst) when it came to his spiritual development.  Is it surprising or unsurprising to you that 

God would use this young man from this spiritually and ethnically divided home to be the 

future leader of the church in Ephesus and Paul’s ‘right hand man’?  Why, why not?    

 

 

2. In what ways might Paul’s choice of Timothy challenge or shape the way we make disciples?   

 

 

3. In 16:3 Paul takes Timothy and circumcises him because, “of the Jews who were in those 

places.”  This is not an example of works-righteousness but of Paul and Timothy trying to 

remove a potential barrier to gospel ministry among the Jews.  Here, Paul lives out his 

philosophy of ministry captured in 1 Corinthians 9:20-23 where he says, “To the Jews I became 

as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law I became as one under the law (though 

not being myself under the law) that I might win those under the law.  21 To those outside the 

law I became as one outside the law (not being outside the law of God but under the law of 

Christ) that I might win those outside the law.  22 To the weak I became weak, that I might win 

the weak. I have become all things to all people, that by all means I might save some.  23 I do it 

all for the sake of the gospel, that I may share with them in its blessings.”  Since we are 

committed to making disciples of all nations, starting in Newark, what are some potential 

cultural ‘offenses’ or ‘obstacles’ that may keep some in Newark from hearing the good news 

of the gospel?  Which of these can we accommodate without compromising our commitment 

to the Word of God?   

Pray 

- pray that our young people, especially those from difficult family situations, would be 

encouraged that nothing can hinder God’s purposes for their lives 

- pray for our single moms, included those who are not spiritually supported by their husbands, 

that they might be built up in their faith, faithful to follow Christ and endeavor to raise their 

children in the fear and admonition of the Lord 

- pray for the gospel to be the most ‘offensive’ thing about us as Christians and as a congregation, 

and for wisdom in discerning what can and should change.   


